
Detroit 67: Looking Back to MOVE FORWARD

Placemaking Grant Information Session 

This project is made possible by the generous support of PNC Foundation.



Workshop Goals

ÅProvide an overview of the placemaking concept and process

ÅShare information about the Detroit 67 Project Placemaking Grant 

ÅProvide an opportunity to talk about placemaking in the Detroit context



What is the Detroit 67 Project?

Detroit 67: Looking Back to Move Forwardis a multi-year community engagement project of the Detroit Historical Society 
that brings together diverse voices and communities around the effects of an historic crisis to find their place in the present 
and inspire the future.

Today, we have an unparalleled opportunity for Detroit, the region and beyond. With the 50 year commemoration of the 
tumultuous summer of 1967 coming in 2017, our community can either let this important moment in history pass ςand 
just be an unpleasant and troubling reminder ςor we can use it as a catalyst to engage, reflect and provide opportunities to 
take the collective action that can help move our community forward.

The Detroit 67 Projectand its centerpiece, the Detroit 67 Exhibition, will cover a period of 150 years. We will look back 100 
years ςfrom 1917 to today and forward 50 years to 2067 and use an understanding of our collective history to inform and 
define our future. Those who engage with Detroit 67 will be able to better understand the events leading up to July, 1967, 
where we are today, and connect to efforts that are moving Detroit forward.



CDAD Community Development Advocates of Detroit 

CDAD is a membership organization for community development and neighborhood improvement groups, enhancing the 
capacity and effectiveness of its members and Detroit residents through advocacy, training, technical assistance, 
information sharing, education, and facilitating common action.

Å Place-based initiatives
Å Community planning
Å Placemaking 

Å Community engagement
Å Member engagement
Å Capacity Building
Å d(COM)munity

Å Public policy 
Å Policy agenda
Å Storytelling 



Why focus on place?

ÅPlaces can create/promote a community identity 

ÅPlaces can encourage community engagement 

ÅPlaces can improvesafety/reclaim outdoor space 

ÅPlaces can bring together diverse populations

ÅPlaces can support and build a localeconomy 



tƭŀŎŜƳŀƪƛƴƎ LǎΧ

ÅA collaborative process

ÅBrings peopletogether 

ÅGreat publicspaces designed by community 

ÅUsedby community 

ÅPlace = a spatial area (a portion of a space) where things happen 



tƭŀŎŜƳŀƪƛƴƎ /ŀƴΧ

ÅGet life on the street

ÅCreate a place for activities to happen 

ÅHighlightlocal assets

Å Incorporate the arts

ÅMake things happen now (LQC)



Placemaking in Detroit

CDAD 2015 Placemaking Grantees:

Hope House
Palmer Park
Lindale Gardens 
Mini Fitness Park
Peace Zones for Life
Garage Cultural 
Littlefield Playfield 










